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primordial image appears in the role of mediator, once
again proving its redeeming efficacy, a power it has always
possessed in the various religions. What Schopenhauer
says of the idea, therefore, I would prefer to apply to
the primordial image, since the idea—as I have elsewhere
observed under c Idea'—should not be regarded as some-
thing wholly and unconditionally a priori, but also as
something derived and developed from antecedents.
When, therefore, in the following excerpt I am quoting
the words of Schopenhauer, I must ask the reader to
replace the word 'idea' in the text by lprimordial image':
he will then be able to understand my meaning:*
" The idea is never known by the individual as such, but
only by the man who is exalted above all willing and above
all individuality to the pure Subject of knowledge: thus it
is attainable only by the genius, or by the man who has achieved
mainly through the works of genius an elevation of his pure
gift of cognition into a temper akin to genius: it is, therefore,
not absolutely, but only conditionally, communicable, since
the idea conceived and reproduced in an artistic creation, for
instance, only appeals to every man according to his intellectual
powers", etc.
*' The idea is unity split up into multiplicity by virtue of the
temporal and spatial form of our intuitive apprehension."
" The concept is like an inanimate vehicle, in which the
things one deposits lie side by side, but from which no more
can be taken out than was put in: the idea, on the contrary,
develops within the man who has embraced it conceptions which
in relation to its homonymous concept are new : it is like a living,
self-developing organism endowed with creative force, bringing
forth something that was never put into it."
Schopenhauer clearly discerned that the 'idea', it.
the primordial image according to my definition, cannot
be reached in the way that a concept or* idea' is established
('idea* according to Kant corresponds with a "concept
derived from notions"2), but that there pertains to it an
i Schopenhauer, The World as Will and Idea, vol. i, § 49,
* Kant, Critique of Pure Reason.

